Environmental

Credit value: 3 USA Credits (6 ECTS Credits) — equivalent to 12 NMMU credits (the programme is
open to students with a GPA of 2.5 and above (for students from the United States)

Facilitator: Professor Graham Kerley

Introduction

The Eastern Cape in South Africa, hosts a globally unique concentration of three biodiversity
hotspots. Gain first-hand experience of the unique environmental issues South Africa,

Students will gain first-hand experience of the unique environmental issues that define the Eastern
Cape in South Africa. This area is recognized as a frontier, in many respects providing an ideal
location to learn how our development opportunities are shaped by our environment.

The special features of the Eastern Cape include the globally unique concentration of three global
biodiversity hotspots, a treasure trove of ancient fossils, the oldest anatomically-modern humans
and some of the earliest cultural artefacts. A history of rapacious over exploitation of natural
resources and local extinctions, followed by conservation success stories and now an emerging
biodiversity based economy that is built on ecotourism, will be discussed.

This is an opportunity to gain knowledge in a landscape that is once again being shaped by the “big
five” such as elephant and rhino, and where new solutions to ancient problems are being developed.

Programme Presentation

The course is largely field-trip based with visits to ancient caves, overnight stays and visits to modern
National Parks. It also includes a longer overnight field trip to a rural area where students have the
opportunity to experience first-hand the history and local culture of South Africa.

Lectures are facilitated by academics and members of civil society. Lectures consist of theoretical
and interactive sessions. Thorough lecture preparation and active participation will ensure an
optimum learning experience.

Learning Outcome: On completion of this programme students will:

e Understand how the Eastern Cape region is a unique human and environmental habitat in
South Africa

o Be able to conceptualise the diverse past and present environmental challenges in the Karoo

e Gain an understanding of the principles of reserve management and commercial and
communal land use.

e Understand the underlying ecology to manage and conserve both national parks and private
game reserves

Assessments

There are two assessments: portfolio and presentation. The final mark for the module will be
determined as follows:



- 60% of the final mark will come from the portfolio;

- 30% of the final mark will come from the presentation;

- 10% will be awarded for attendance of lectures and participation in discussions.

- Grading explained

Needs Below 50% The assignment does not meet the requirements;

improvement does not include all components and/or does not
go beyond a descriptive level. No interaction with
the learning subject, little or no reflection

Satisfactory 50-64% Some evidence of critical and analytical thinking,
examples, illustrations and reflection.

Good 65-74% Substantial evidence of critical and analytical
thinking; engagement with the learning subject;
examples and illustrations; in depth reflection.

Excellent 75% and Exceeds expectations in all criteria/outcomes

above
- Comparison of grades

NMMU grades | US grades

80-100% A+

75-79% A

70-74% B+

65-69% B

60-64% B-

57-59% C+

54-56% C

51-53% C-

50% D

0-49% Fail




