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The examination of Human Rights from a social
science & constitutional/legal perspective
through the analysis of the economic, social,
cultural and political contexts in which they arise.
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SummerSchoolSouthAfrica.com


http://www.SummerSchoolSouthAfrica.com

This programme introduces students to human rights related discourses in a
social science context. The universal and cultural specific dimensions of human
rights will be explored through exploration of human rights in relation to social
and cultural diversity and their local and global contexts, with an emphasis on
Africa. Students will learn to apply various human rights perspectives to selected

human rights issues.

Programme Presentation

The programme will expose students to the debates pertaining to human rights
abuse nationally and internationally. Various charters, constitutions and bills of
rights are analysed with reference to their applicability within South Africa and
Africa. The universality of human rights are discussed.

Lectures are facilitated by Nelson Mandela University academics. The programme
consists of theoretical and practical aspects that are interactive. Thorough lecture

preparation and active participation will ensure an optimum learning experience.

On completion of this programme students will:

e  Anunderstanding that human rights practices and institutions are the result
of historical processes of social transformation

e Acritical insight into the theoretical grounding of human rights and the
human rights discourse in the 20th century

e An critical understanding of how the theoretical underpinnings of human
rights translate into practice

e The ability to identify and critically analyse key human right issues and
debates and clarify fundamental human rights debates through critical
thinking and reasoning.

e Enable students to contribute to the development of a human rights culture
and make justifiable decisions in ambiguous situations.
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